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DEATH OF DR. A. W. FRENCH. 

Bom, Brighton, New York, July 24, 1821. 
Died, Springfield, Illinois, April 27, 1909. 

Dr. A. W. French, conceded to have been the oldest 
practicing dentist in the country ; one of the oldest members 
of the Illinois State Historical Society; an enthusiastic 
collector of old books and papers; alumnus of the Wash- 
ington University at St. Louis ; writer and former personal 
friend of Abraham Lincoln, passed away at his home in 
Springfield, Illinois, April 27, 1909, after a few weeks ^ ill- 
ness from pneumjonia. 

Until the very last he practiced his profession, and there 
were among his old friends in this city many who had 
never gone to another dentist during their life time. He 
was always alert for knowledge of new things, new thoughts 
and the every-day activities in which he took a keen 
interest. One of his latest endeavors publicly, was the 
making of an address on his personal friendship with 
Lincoln before the Illinois College at Jacksonville in Feb- 
ruary last. 

He was an enthusiastic admirer and friend of Lincoln, 
as well as of many others well known later in the country 
who went out from Springfield and from Illinois. 

Some years ago Dr. French addressed a meeting of the 
alumni of the Washington University at St. Louis, in which 
he was given an ovation, he then being their oldest living 
alumnus as well as the oldest dentist in the country continu- 
ing his practice. 

More recently Dr. French has devoted his time and 
attention to the collection of old books and manuscripts. 

This collection he has kept in his office on the south side 
of the square. 

If one should have wished to enter an atmosphere of the 
early '60 's, or even earlier, at any time he had but to climb 
the old stairway which led to Dr. French's office, to find 
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himself in a world apart— a world of old mahogaay horse- 
hair covered furniture; of walls lined to the ceiling with 
book stacks; old newspapers from the earliest published 
in Springfield and in the State ; old letters and manuscripts ; 
and, above all, old time-worn books on every subject, but 
more especially of Lincoln. 

In his collection were many rare volumes. The library 
or oflSce was typical of an old-time bookshop, with an air 
of age upon it. Deeply contrasted with the browns and 
dull grays of the age-worn book shelves and antique furni- 
ture was the snow white head of the veteran dentist, who, 
up to the very day of his death, maintained an active 
interest in the world at large. 

Dr. French and his wife lacked one month of reaching 
their fifty-eighth wedding anniversary. He was married 
to Sarah T. Foster in 1851, and his children are Mrs. James 
H. Matheny, Miss Efl5e French of Springfield, Mrs. A. H. 
Lander of Sedalia, Missouri, Mrs. W. H. Eeeves of Peoria. 

Dr. French has occupied a number of oflfices, but none 
which he revered so much as that of president of the board 
of trustees of the Bettie Stuart Institute, which position 
he had held ever since the death of John T. Stuart, the first 
president of that board. 

Every year the doctor fulfilled his trust in the present- 
ation of the diplomas to the graduates, never failing a 
few words of greeting to them. 

In his boyhood Dr. French lived in Eochester, New York, 
his birthplace, however, having been Brighton, New York, 
where he was bom July 24, 1821. 

He came out from the east in 1848, making the journey 
down the Ohio and Mississippi and Illinois rivers to 
Beardstown, thence by stage to Springfield. 

Dr. French was a member of the board of trustees of 
the city library for many years and a member of the build- 
ing committee of the Carnegie library. 

He was also for years secretary of the Capitol Eailway 
Company, which built the first street car line in the city 



36 

of Springfield, extending from Sixth and Monroe streets 
to Lincoln avenue. He was also active in the early building 
of the Leland Hotel and the Illinois Watch factory. 



